
 

 

 

 

 

 

Swim You Passion 

Passion, Connection, Legacy 

November 14, 2015 

Dear Coaches, Team Contact Personnel and other Team Leadership, 

Greetings!  As meet director for the upcoming 2016 Western Zone Age Group Championships, I’d like to invite 
you to: learn more about, help ensure the success of, and see some ways your club can benefit from, this 
meet. 

Executive Summary: 

 The 2016 Western Zone Age Group Championships will be hosted by Utah Swimming. 
 Dates: August 10-13, 2016 
 Place: Kearns Oquirrh Park Fitness Center 5624 S. Cougar Ln (4800 W.) Kearns, UT 84118 
 This is going to be a very fun and unique meet because of the “Olympic Connection” between Utah’s 

Olympic legacy and the Rio Olympics occurring at the same time.  Meet planners envision much more 
than "just another swim meet." 

o Meet Vision Statement: Create opportunities for each to discover something great within, and 
also among, through inspiring passionate performance, expanded connection and lasting 
legacy. 

We believe all Utah Swimming Members can benefit from this meet. Their involvement is also crucial to the 

success of the meet. Until members sign-up to receive emails on the meet website, our most 
consistent way to contact and influence them is through you.  We encourage you not to simply 

focus on your swimmers with Q times but to encourage and inspire all of your families and swimmers to be a 
part of this unique experience by being volunteers and spectators. You never know which one of your 
swimmers will be inspired to achieve this level of performance in future years. 

Action Items: 

 Sign-up to receive communication about meet: utahzones2016.com (Click on “Contact Us”) 
 Share this information with all club staff and volunteer team leadership and encourage involvement 
 Add meet dates onto team calendar 
 Needed From Club Leadership: 

o Create Excitement 
 Pass along information from meet planners as requested in a timely manner with 

encouragement and enthusiasm 

http://utahzones2016.com/


 Encourage team members and families to sign up for meet updates using “Contact Us” 
on website: utahzones2016.com 

o Encourage 
 Parents to volunteer and/or donate 
 Swimmers not participating as athletes to volunteer 
 Sign up as a club to fill meet volunteer slots and fill them with club parents and 

swimmers 
o Prepare swimmers age 14 and under to qualify 

 2016 meet cuts are posted on meet website: utahzones2016.com 

Additional Information: 

As meet director, I and the meet planning committee, are working hard to provide the best meet experience 
possible for not only the swimmers competing in the meet, but also for others who will be attending including 
volunteers and spectators. 

Hosting this meet provides a unique opportunity for all in our LSC. I still remember the first Long Course State 
meet our family ever attended with our 9 year old relay-only swimmer. Our vision of competitive swimming 
increased dramatically and she, as well as our other children, set new personal swim goals as a result of 
attending. We as parents also came to have an increased understanding of “what swimming is” and what it 
could offer to our children. The experience was meaningful enough it’s still with me after 15 years!  

We hope your parents and swimmers can have this same type of experience as they become involved with 
this meet. Please encourage your swimmers and parents to take advantage of the unique opportunity this 
meet provides to experience another level of swimming right here in our home state! I hope as many Utah 
Swimming members as possible and parents will take advantage of this opportunity—even those who don’t 
have cuts--by volunteering for, or at least attending, some part of this event. In addition to expanding the 
vision of new swimmers and parents, it’s also a great way for more experienced swimmers to “give back” to 
the sport and get volunteer hours for college, and other, applications. Your efforts to invite and encourage 
participation are appreciated. Of course, I must add, it would be awesome to have a huge qualifying team 
from the host LSC so anything you can do to encourage and prepare your swimmers to obtain cuts is also 
appreciated. 

The meet website, utahzones2016.com, has much more information, including discount lodging (coming 
soon.) Email updates may be received by signing up on the mailing list. Click the “Contact Us” button to leave 
contact information. Writing “Utah Club Coach” (or Team Contact, etc.) in the “Comment” field will filter what 
is sent. Others including, swimmers—qualified or not—and parents, are also welcome and encouraged to sign 
up and may designate their role in that field as well. 

Thank you for helping to build a solid foundation of swimming opportunities here in Utah. I’d love to answer 
any questions you might have regarding the meet and look forward to seeing you on deck this year! 

Sincerely, 

Cathy Vaughan and the Zone Meet Planning Committee 

2016 Western Zone Age Group Championships Meet Director 

cathvaughan@gmail.com 
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